
Part 2 Short Answers 
 Briefly answer the following questions. Your answer must be clear and 
concise. Give explanation or examples as necessary. 

2.1 One-point questions 

2.1.1 How does John Donne’s “The Flea” combine profane and sacred 
matters together? 

“The Flea” combines the sacred and the profane through its conceit—the 
flea’s body. In it, the lovers’ bloods which have been mixed together 
become many sacred things such as their marriage bed and their holy 
union. 

2.1.2 In John Donne’s “The Good-Morrow,” what happens to the lovers 
after they wake up and look into each other’s eyes? 

They see each other’s faces in their eyes and believe in their perfect love 
or that they are made for one another. Their eyes combine to become one 
perfect world. 

2.1.3 Is the speaker in Ben Jonson’s “Song: To Celia” praising the 
mistress’ virtue? 
 Why or why not? 

No, he says so himself that he doesn’t so much honor Celia’s virtue. 
Moreover, he regards her only as a sex object. 

2.1.4 How does the speaker in “Song: To Celia” make fun of Petrarchan 
(or Platonic) love conventions? Give one specific example. 

He asks Celia to toast (“drink”) with him with only her eyes as if their 
love is purely spiritual (since the eyes are the windows of the soul). 
OR 
He asks her to leave a part of her (her kiss) on a glass for him so he could 
keep it as a love token, although he cannot have her body. (Actually he 
lusts after her sexually.) 



2.1.5 What are some typical or conventional carpe diem motifs? Give 
examples and briefly explain why they are popular. 

Typical motifs or symbols which carry the carpe diem message are 
spring, sun, dew, vapor, rain, flower, etc. These things last only for a 
little while and are gone forever without a trace. They are popular 
because they are things which are found in nature, are easy to 
understand, and are beautiful. They naturally belong in a love poem or a 
woo song. 

2.1.6 Is Robert Herrick’s “Corinna’s Going A-Maying” 
 a) poem about social occasion?; Or 
 b) a woo song? 
 Explain. 

a) It is about a social occasion: the May Day festival (banned by the 
Puritans). The purpose of the poem is to look back nostalgically to the 
time when the king was still on the throne and there was order in society. 
People have duties according to their social status. Young girl like 
Corinna is supposed to have fun and enjoy herself because that’s what 
young people do. The poem was written during the peak of English Civil 
War when there was no traditional public order left. 
OR 
b)It is a woo song since the speaker’s purpose is to urge Corinna to get 
out of bed and go out to enjoy nature and enjoy life. Moreover, it 
employs many carpe diem motifs to remind Corinna that her life is short 
and she should make the best of it while she still can. 

2.1.7 Give one example of metaphor from Andrew Marvell’s “The 
Definition of Love.” Explain the comparison or its significance. 

One world image. Lovers (whose love is unrequited) are compared to 
north and south poles which must be set apart to make the world go 
round. Their ideal love will set an example for other lovers. 
OR 
Parallel lines. Lovers are compare to parallel line which can never meet, 
but their love for each other will be infinite. 



2.1.8 According to Satan in John Milton’s Paradise Lost, what does God 
possess that Satan himself does not? And how does this affect Satan’s 
attitude towards God? 

God has power or force which Satan has not. Satan thinks that, without 
power, God is as good as himself. He doesn’t respect God and thinks that 
God’s authority is hollow or empty. Although God has power 
(“thunder”), that power is corrupt and unjustified. 

2.2 Two-point questions 

2.2.1 Give two examples of one-world image from the works of any 
poets we have studied. Briefly explain the significance of the examples 
you have chosen. 

Plenty. 

2.2.2 The title of George Herbert’s “Redemption” has two senses of 
meaning.  
 Explain both of them. 

The title ‘redemption’ has both spiritual and commercial meaning. First, 
it means the redemption or the deliverance from sin of mankind. In the 
commercial sense, ‘redemption’ means ‘buying back.’ God is also 
working towards mankind’s redemption although human is unaware of 
God’s plan. The landlord (Jesus) is back on earth to buy back (‘redeem’) 
the land (mankind) that he has bought a long time ago but has not yet 
claimed possession or ownership yet (the promise God made with Adam 
and Eve that the savior will be born among mankind). 



2.2.3 How does the keyword ‘Canary Wine’ sum up several ideas 
presented in Ben Jonson’s poem “Inviting a Friend to Supper”? Explain. 

‘Canary Wine’ summarizes the idea of hospitality, moderation, and true 
friendship. The host prepares the best-quality drink like Canary wine for 
his guests because he honor the ideal of hospitality. And they will drink 
this wine only moderately to have fun and enjoy their conversation. 
Drinking too much can make men lose their reason and start a fight or a 
feud with one another. This the speaker will not allow to happen, and the 
guests will all leave this dinner party as good friends as they were before 
the party begins. 

2.2.4 What are the argument, the counter-argument, and the conclusion 
that the speaker in Andrew Marvell’s “To His Coy Mistress” presents to 
his beloved lady? 

In his argument, the speaker imagines what it’d be like if he can have all 
the time in the world. He says he would always love his mistress, be true 
and loyal to only her no matter how long the time shall pass. In the 
counter-argument, the speaker suddenly realizes that it is impossible: 
both he and the mistress will one day (probably very soon) die and will 
be apart from each other forever. This game of love, being shy, and long 
courting is absurd. They will all die and nothing will remain. So the 
speaker concludes that, while there’s still time left, they should enjoy 
their love and each other as much as they can, telling her not to be shy 
and yield herself to him.


